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PRESIDENT’S DESK

V  Election Time!
Here we are at election time again

already . . . Boy, where did this year go??  It
looks like we will be keeping most of the same
officers for another year.  But that in mind I
would like for the membership to put a thought
in the back of your head for next year.

“What might I be able to do
to help the society?”

We have a lot of positions to fill and not
many members to fill them.  So, as you think
about the society and future of it, I hope you will
consider helping in some way.

Keep having fun . . . and gathering info . . .

Ed Johnson, President

Reminder: Time to renew annual memberships
Still only $15 Individual Membership and $20 Family Membership

!  Pass On the Bug:  Create a genealogy epidemic! 
We can double our membership this summer if
everyone brings in just one (1) new member!  Infect
your friends and neighbors with the family history bug!

Everything Mom  by Joanna Fuchs

How did you find the energy, Mom
To do all the things you did,
To be teacher, nurse and counselor
To me, when I was just a kid.

How did you do it all, Mom,
Be a chauffeur, cook, and friend,
Yet find time to be a playmate,
I just can’t comprehend.

I see now it was love, Mom
That made you come whenever I’d call,
Your inexhaustible love, Mom
And I thank you for it all.

Happy Mother’s Day 2010 To All of Our Moms •

General Meeting
Tuesday, May 18th

Yucca Valley Community Center
Cholla Room, 10:00 a.m.

Election of 2010 - 2011
Executive Board Officers

?
The Nominees are:

President: Ed Johnson
Vice President: Dorothy Daily

Secretary: Kay Finster
Treasurer: Sandy Moreno

Parliamentarian: Pat Heumann

A HUGE Thank You for your dedicated service
to the Genealogical Society of Morongo Basin

Elections followed by our Annual Show and Tell
This year the theme is patriotic

Treats will be consumed and appreciated
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THE GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY OF MORONGO BASIN
P.O. Box 234

Yucca Valley, CA 92286-0234
www.gsmb.info

General Meetings are held on the 3  Tuesday of therd

month (except July and August) at 10:00 a.m. in the
Cholla Room located in the Yucca Valley Community
Center, 57098 29-Palms Hwy.  (760) 369-7211
Computer Users Group meets the 2  Tuesday of eachnd

month at 10:30 a.m. in the Joshua Tree Room.  All
members are encouraged to attend to share their
knowledge and discuss computer genealogy topics.
Directions:  From I-10 take the Hwy 62 exit north toward
Joshua Tree National Park.  It is about 20 miles to Yucca
Valley.  Make a left turn onto Dumosa Avenue [two
streets past the signal in front of Denny’s on Sage
Avenue].  Dumosa ends in front of the Hi-Desert
Museum - continue past the museum following the
driveway to the left into the parking lot.

GSMB is a non-profit community
organization founded in October 1979, to
encourage accurate research and record
keeping in the field of genealogy, family

history, and biography.

PLEASE JOIN US!
VISITORS WELCOME AT GENERAL MEETINGS

Annual Membership dues are $15 per person or non-
profit organization and $20 per family at one address.
Membership is open to all who are interested in the
fields of family history, genealogy, and biography and
will abide by the Society’s stated policies.
Subscriptions to THE FAMILY GATHERING are available
to non-members for $8 per year.  Members receive the
newsletter as part of their dues.
THE FAMILY GATHERING NEWSLETTER is published
nine times a year, September thru June.  Please send
submissions to the editor [at the email or GSMB mailing
address] by the 3   Tuesday of the  month.rd

Web site: www.gsmb.info.  Visit our website for more
information about our society and members, scheduled
events, newsletter archive, and a surname list for our
members.
Board Meetings (closed) are held monthly on the 2nd

Tuesday of the month, 10 am, in the Joshua Tree Room
at the Yucca Valley Community Center.

President: Ed Johnson
Vice President: Denise Teeter
Secretary: Kay Finster
Treasurer:  Sandy Moreno
Registrar: Pat Heuman
Parliamentarian: Dorothy Daily
Historian: Janet Vikdal 
Hospitality: Pat Johnson
Librarian:  Ginny Lilly
Editor:  M.E. DeCremer, whereisgrandma@yahoo.com
Site Administrator:  Jeff Teeter, admin@gsmb.info

v   Places to Go and Things to Do

Local Research - FREE:
Visit our collection of genealogy related materials at the Yucca Valley
Branch of the San Bernardino County Library located behind city hall
next door to our meeting site.  Library hours are:

Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 10 am to 6 pm
Tuesday and Thursday opens Noon until 8 pm

Saturdays, 9 am to 5 pm.  Closed Sunday
View our collection inventory on our website www.gsmb.info Or,

check out all the great programs and new records at the:

Family History Center
56885 Onaga Trail, (760) 369-7430

FHC Hours: Tuesday 9am - 1pm; Wednesday, 9am - 4 pm;
Thursday, 5pm - 8pm; Saturday, 10am - 3pm

Computers access to subscriptions like Footnote, WorldVitalRecords,
and FindMyPast - are available FREE for your personal research.

PSGS Palm Springs Genealogical Society
Cathedral City Library at 10:00 am
June 5  ~ Gena Philibert Ortega: Tips and Help forth

Unblocking Your Brick Walls
info@palmspringsgensoc.org 

25  Hemet Family History Seminarth

Presented by the Hemet FHC at 425 North Kirby, Hemet
May 15  ~ “Harvesting the Family Tree”th

Registration at 8 am, Classes begin at 9 am
Speaker: Jean Wilcox Hibbens
Keynote: On the Contrary, Dead Men - and Women
- DO Tell Tales
Classes: County Websites: This is NOT Your
Grandma’s Genealogy; Family History Centers &
FamilySearch; and New FamilySearch

(951) 658-8104; www.http://mysite.verizon.net/hemetfhc/

The Northern Arizona Genealogical Society presents:
“Using DNA in your Genealogical Quest” with nationally known
forensic genealogist Colleen Fitzpatrick, PhD
May 22 , 9:00 - 3:30 at the Stone Ridge Club House, 1601nd

N. Bluff Top Drive, Prescott Valley, $40 non-members
Visit www.rootsweb.com/~aznags/index.htm for more details

K  312 miles from Yucca Valley to Prescott via Interstate 10

Southern California Genealogical Society
41  Annual Genealogy Jamboree 2010st

CCCCC
Registration is still open for the 41  Annual SCGS Jamboree,st

which will be held Friday through Sunday, June 11-13, 2010,
at the Marriott Los Angeles Burbank Airport Hotel and
Convention Center Burbank, CA.
The geographic focus for this year’s Jamboree is North
America - Canada, Mexico, and all regions of the United
States.  DNA and technology will also receive special
emphasis in 2010.
Fri-Sat-Sun: $95 non-member, $80 members
Register online or get more info at www.scgsgenealogy.com 

GSMB 2010 SCHEDULE
June 15  ~ Installation and Heritage Potluckth

Last Meeting Before Summer Break
Good Friends and Good Times
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The Los Angeles Railway
Descanso Funeral Trolley

Trolley funeral service was available in many of America’s
large cities in the early decades of the 20  Century.  The Losth

Angeles Railway offered funeral car service from 1909 until
about 1924.  In the days of unpaved roads and horse-drawn
hearses, the trolley funeral car offered a more dignified ride
to one’s final resting place.  For $25, the car could be
chartered to transport the funeral party to and from one of
several on-line cemeteries.  Los Angeles Railway provided
this service to Inglewood Park, Rosedale, and Evergreen
Cemeteries and to those on Whittier Blvd. in East Los
Angeles.
The interior is divided into a chapel area (where the casket
was placed) and a passenger compartment.  The passenger
compartment could be divided with a curtain to separate
the immediate family from the other mourners if desired.
By 1921, automotive hearses had cut into the business and
the cars were converted into passenger cars.
In 1940, the Descanso (Spanish for “rest”) was sold to the
Railraod Boosters (later to become the Pacific Railroad
Society), who moved it to the summit of Cajon Pass.  Fitted
with bunks and other amenities, it was used as a clubhouse
for train-watching until 1967, when construction of a new
rail line forced its removal.  The restored Descanso can be
seen at the Orange Empire Trolley Museum in the City of
Perris.  PRS owns two former Los Angeles Railway streetcars
including the Descanso which they believe is the only
preserved funeral car in the country.  For more info call the
Pacific Railway Museum in San Dimas at (909) 394-0616.
www.oerm.org

Genealogy Websites
Recommended by
Gena Philibert Ortega

www.nausa.uni-oldenburg.de/passfe.htm
German Immigrants to the U.S. Research Center
Where to find passenger lists, articles and information
about the German emigration experience.
www.byub.org/ancestors/ Companion website to the PBS
series, Ancestors.  Download a teacher’s guide and
genealogy forms, how-to and research tips.
www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/ Civil War Soldiers and Sailors FREE
info about your soldier or sailor’s company history.  The
website states, “The Civil War Soldiers and Sailors System
is a computerized database containing very basic facts
about servicemen who served on both sides during the Civil
War.  The initial focus of the CWSS is the Names Index
Project, a project to enter names and other basic
information from 6.3 million soldier records in the National
Archives.  The facts about the soldiers were entered from
records that are indexed to many millions of other
documents about Union and Confederate Civil War soldiers
maintained by NARA.
Other information includes: histories of regiments in both
the Union and Confederate Armies, links to descriptions of
384 significant battles of the war, and other historical
information.  Additional information about soldiers, sailors,
regiments, and battles, as well as prisoner-of-war records
and cemetery records, will be added over time.”
Gena Philibert Ortega, “52 Weeks of Genealogy Websites, Part 2: 26
Websites”, Family History Bulletin, WorldVitalRecords.com, 28JAN2010

Finding Old Telephone Books and City Directories

One way to get around unpublished phone numbers is to go
through a town’s old telephone books.  If someone’s lived
in the same town for a while, you might locate a listing prior
to his or her unpublished-number status.  Here are some
resources for tracking down telephone directories:

The Library of Congress: For information on the collection
of directories at the Library of Congress, check out
w w w . loc .gov/ r r /ge n e a logy/b ib_gu id / te lephon .htm l
Research Guide No. 42 provides information about the
collection, the available formats, and locations.  Includes
current and non-current telephone, city, and reverse
telephone directories for the United States, Canada, and
many foreign countries.
www.loc.gov/rr/business/directories/directories_main.html
A list of holdings from the 19  & 20  Centuries includingth th

substantial collections of historical reverse crisscross and
street address directories, some dating back to the late 19th

century.  Unlike telephone directories, these directories are
arranged by telephone and/or street address, and , as such,
may be of use both to genealogists as well as to business
researchers doing historical research.
State archives and libraries: State archivists often can
direct you to large collections of telephone directories.
www.statearchivists.org/states.htm The Council of State
Archivists (CoSA) is a national organization comprised of the
individuals who serve as directors of the principal archival
agencies in each state and territorial government.  Find
links for all State Coordinators here.
The Telecommunications History Group: This group has
Bell System and Regional Bell Operating Company
telephone directories from 1890 through 2001, covering
Arizona, Colorado, Idaho, Iowa, Minnesota, Montana,
Nebraska, New Mexico, North Dakota, Oregon, South
Dakota, Utah, Washington and Wyoming, and about 60
years of El Paso, Texas.  Not every city is available for every
year.  THG staff provides research services to customers
who are unable to access the archives in person.  Visit the
website at: www.telcomhistory.org/services.shtml or call
(303) 296-1221 to learn more.
Public and university libraries: Large libraries often have
old telephone directories for the area in print or on
microfilm.  Some even have directories from around the
country.  You’ll find directories of library websites at:
www.lists.webjunction.org/libweb/  A library server currently
listing over 8000 pages from libraries in 146 countries.
Search academic, public, national, state, regional, and
school libraries in the U.S.  Links for Europe, Asia, Canada,
Mexico and the Australian Libraries Gateway.
www.publiclibraries.com/ Provides links to public, state,
presidential, national, college, and law libraries in the
United States.
Lisa Louise Cooke, “Phone Tapping”, 4/16/2010, From the July 2010
Family Tree Magazine

Ask For Help!
Fresh eyes can often see beyond brick walls, so try
bouncing your theories off other researchers.  Post a query
to a Web site or mailing list which focuses on the locality in
which the family lived, check with members of the local
historical or genealogical society, or just talk through it with
someone else who loves family history research.  Be sure to
include what you already know, as well as what you’d like to
know and which tactics you’ve already tried.

Kimberly Powell, “Brick Wall Strategies for Dead-End Family Trees”
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Earliest Mom Clubs Farmer
The scene:  A group of giggling
young cave-women attract a group
of young hardworking cavemen
farmers.  When they get close, the
women club the men senseless and
drag them off.  Then the girls re-
arrange the cave.  Poor guys never
knew what hit them.

ScienceDaily (21JAN2010) – A new study
from the University of Leicester has found
that most men in Europe descend from the
first farmers who migrated from the Near
East 10,000 years ago.

The invention of farming is perhaps the
most important cultural change in the
history of modern humans.  Increased food
production led to the development of
societies that stayed put, rather than
wandering in search of food.  The resulting
population growth culminated in the seven
billion people who now live on the planet.
In Europe, farming spread from the ‘Fertile
Crescent’, a region extending from the
eastern Mediterranean coast to the Persian
Gulf and including the Tigris and Euphrates
valleys.

There has been much debate about
whether the westerly spread of agriculture
from the Near East was driven by farmers
actually migrating, or by the transfer of
ideas and technologies to indigenous
hunter-gatherers.  Now, researchers have
studied the genetic diversity of modern
populations to throw light on the processes
involved in these ancient events.

The new study, funded by the Wellcome
Trust, examines the diversity of the Y
chromosome, which is passed from father
to son.  Mark Jobling, who led the research,
said: “We focused on the commonest Y-
chromosome lineage in Europe, carried by
about 110 million men – it follows a
gradient from south-east to north-west,
reaching almost 100% frequency in Ireland.
We looked at how the lineage is distributed,
how diverse it is in different parts of Europe,
and how old it is.”  The results suggested
that the lineage spread together with
farming from the Near East.

Dr. Patricia Balarewque, first author of the
study, added: “In total, this means that
m ore  tha n  8 0 %  of E u rope a n  Y
chromosomes descend from incoming
farmers.  In contrast, most maternal genetic
lineages seem to descend from hunter-
gatherers.  To us, this suggests a
reproductive advantage for farming males
over indigenous hunter-gatherer males
during the switch from hunting and
gathering, to farming – maybe, back then, it
was just sexier to be a farmer.”
University of Leicester Most modern European males
descend from farmers who migrated from the Near
East

FGS to Digitize War of 1812 Pension Files

26APRIL2010:  The following announcement was written by the (FGS)
Federation of Genealogical Societies:

SALT LAKE CITY – With the approaching bicentennial of the War of 1812,
the Federation of Genealogical Societies, a non-profit genealogical
organization headquartered in Austin, Texas, is pleased to announce a
national fundraising initiative to raise $3.7 million to digitize the War of
1812 pension files.  The digitization process will enable online access by
historians and family researchers to the memories and biographies of those
who fought to protect our nation’s independence.  This announcement is
being made at the start of the National Genealogical Society’s 2010
conference, an event that will draw more than two thousand genealogists
to Salt Lake City, Utah.

The War of 1812, often referred to as America’s second war for
independence, significantly shaped this country’s identity both
internationally and domestically.  Many remember the War of 1812 as the
war that gave us the “Star Spangled Banner” and the burning of the White
House.  Some of the great leaders of our country, including three
presidents, took part in this conflict.  Nearly 300,000 men served, including
members of at least eighteen Native American tribes.

The pension records for the War of 1812 consist of more than 7.2 million
documents in 180,000 files.  The National Archives and Records
Administration (NARA) receives more than three thousand requests per year
for War of 1812 pensions, placing them among the most requested sets of
records.  Digitizing these valuable records will preserve the originals by
removing them from continued heavy use.  It will also make the images of
the records much more widely available.  NARA reports these important
historical records already have been conserved and readied for digitization,
so scanning could start as soon as funds are received.  With the cost for
digitizing and saving a single page from a pension file being fifty cents,
supporters will see progress from the earliest days of the fundraising
initiative.

Genealogists, historians, and scholars of military history have long
appreciated the value of pension files.  A typical pension file may contain
documents that describe a veteran’s service as well as why he, his widow,
or his dependents qualify for a pension.  In the cases of widows’ and
dependents’ filings, there are typically a number of documents proving the
claimant is related to the veteran.  The testimony of a veteran’s comrades
can provide unique and valuable data on what military life entailed, the
rigors of everyday camp life, and details of particular skirmishes and battles.
One may discover numerous details of an ancestor’s life in these pension
files, some of which may be many dozens of pages long.

The Federation of Genealogical Societies is committed to projects that link
the genealogical community and advance the cause of preserving records
and making them more accessible.  The Federation will be working with the
genealogical and historical societies nation-wide, particularly in states where
War of 1812 activities took place, as well as the many War of 1812
societies and bicentennial commissions, to raise awareness about this vital
preservation and access project and to raise the funds necessary to
complete the project.

Those interested in contributing to the Preserve the Pensions! Project or
wanting additional information should contact the Federation of
Genealogical Societies via their website at www.fgs.org/1812.
Posted by Dick Eastman on April 26, 2010, blog.eogn.com

The mother's heart is the child's schoolroom
-Henry Ward Beecher,

US Congressional Clergyman
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FamilySearch Adds 300 Million Names

April 29, 2010: FamilySearch, the world’s largest repository
of genealogical information, today announced it will release
records containing 300 million names that can now be
researched online for free.

Jay Verkler, president of Family Search, the genealogy
division of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,
said these records and millions of names are being indexed,
digitized and published through FamilySearch.org.

The records contain information genealogists would have
had to painstakingly pick through to find an ancestor’s
name or they would have had to contact a specific
government agency or travel to the area of study to
research.  Among the indexed records are the 1935 South
Dakota state census; Washington, D.C., deaths and burials
1840-1964; and Utah marriages, 1887-1966.

Family Search has established a temporary website,
fsbeta.FamilySearch.org for the newly released names.  In
the next several weeks, the site will become a permanent
part of FamilySearch.org.
Posted by Dick Eastman on April 29,2010 on blog.eogn.com

Ancestry.com Currently Adding
Non-Population U.S. Census Schedules

The non-population census schedules being added by
Ancestry.com include:

‚ industry/manufacturing schedules - company name,
type of business, amount of capital invested, the
quantity and value of resources used, the quantity of
yearly production, and the number of individuals hired.

‚ agricultural schedules - detail total acreage of land;
value of the farm, machinery and livestock; and
amount of staples (wool, cotton, grain, etc.) produced;

‚ social statistics schedules - details on churches,
cemeteries, societies, schools, libraries, property
value, and newspapers, plus the number of paupers
supported by the community and criminals convicted.

Not all available schedules are online as of yet.  The states
covered include California, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Maine,
Massachusetts, Michigan, Nebraska, New York, North
Carolina, South Carolina, Texas, Virginia, and Washington
Territory.  Some states may have one type of non-population
schedule online, but not others.  Mortality and
manufacturing schedules are included for North Carolina,
for example, but the agricultural schedules are not yet
available on Ancestry.com.
Kimberly Powell, Non-Population U.S. Census Schedules Online, About.com
Guide, April 26, 2010

&  The Everything Guide to Online Genealogy: A
complete resource to using the Web to trace your family
history  by Kimberly Powell (Everything Series)
Help for both novice and experienced genealogists.
About.com author, Kimberly Powell, shows readers where to
search and which key-words you will need to create an
accurate family tree.  Learn how to create an online search
strategy, use search engines and Soundex to find kin and to
reach out with peer-to-peer record swapping.  Includes tips
on free databases, search sites, and downloadable
government records.
2008, Adams Media, ISBN-10: 1598694979, $15.95

FamilySearch Tips

Looking for ancestors in FamilySearch’s Ancestral File,
International Genealogical Index or Pedigree Resource File?
Try out some of these tips from Nancy Hendrickson and
FamilyTree Magazine:

Ancestral File tip: Find the kids - Did you know you can
search for relatives who aren’t in your direct line, such as
your great-grandfather’s siblings?  From the Ancestral File
search form, type in the father’s full name and at least the
mother’s first name.  The search will return a list of their
children.  Click on each name to go to each child’s
individual record, which can contain vital statistics and
marriage data.  Each individual’s page also has links to a
pedigree chart and family group sheet.

IGI tip: Behind the batch numbers - I further confirmed my
suspicions about [my ancestors] James and Susan, using a
little-known IGI search technique.  At the bottom of the Web
page showing James Hendrickson’s marriage to Susan
Strange is a batch number.  Using my cursor, I highlighted
the number and copied it.  Next, I returned to the search
form, clicked my cursor in the Batch Number box (bottom
left) and pasted the number I’d copied.  I typed Hendrickson
in the surname box and again chose North America as the
region, but didn’t narrow it to a state.  This time when I
clicked on the search button, the system returned just three
results: all Hendrickson marriage records from Cass County,
Mo., that were batched together when entered into the LDS
System.  Click on Source Call Number to see more on the
source of this data.

“If you’ve found an ancestor in the IGI, be sure to do a
batch number search (not all IGI results will have a
batch number, however).  You never know what else
you’ll find.”

Pedigree Resource File tip: Submission search - Again, I
found more information here than I’d dreamed existed.  But
I used another little-known search technique to find even
more: Once you’ve located an ancestor using the Pedigree
Resource File, click on the name to go to the individual
record page.  Near the bottom of the page you’ll find a
section called Submission Search, with a long number
written to the right.  If you click on the number, you’ll be
returned to the search form--the number will automatically
be entered into the Submission Number blank.  Next, type
in your ancestor’s surname and click the search button.
You’ll get a list of all of the people with your surname whose
records were submitted by the same individual.
Nancy Hendrickson, Researching in FamilySearch, 4/21/2010,
familytreemagazine.com

Colonial America Taverns
The tavern was not only a lodging place for travelers, but also a
drinking house, and a place of general gossip for the village and
neighborhood. Here the people would gather on special days to take
a social glass, to get the latest news, and to discuss politics and
religion.  The tavern was considered a public necessity, and a town
that did not maintain one was subject to fine by the General Court.
The principal drinks were rum, small beer, and cider, and these were
used freely by men, women, and children.  The tavern keeper was a
man of great importance–usually a jolly gentleman whose stock of
information on all current topics was inexhaustible.  He was often the
chief man, next to the town clerk, the town schoolmaster, leader of
the singing in the church, members of the town council, land agent,
surveyor, and the like.  He was required to be a man of good
character, and was not permitted to sell strong drink to drunkards.
H.W. Elson, History of the United States of America
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“PASS IT ON”
by Curt B. Witcher

May 9-15 the American Library Association is celebrating
“Preservation Week”.  Entitled “Pass It On: Saving Heritage
and Memories” to encourage communities across the
country to celebrate and educate around the themes of
collecting and preserving local and family history.

“It is so important to take the time and make the effort to
pass it on.  Of what ultimate use is our research if others
cannot benefit from it?  One of the saddest things to
discover is a lifetime of genealogical research being thrown
away by disinterested family members because they just
didn’t know what it was–because it wasn’t passed on.  Step
up this month and pass it on!”  - Curt B. Witcher

Want to pass on your expertise or research?  Look into one
of the suggestions below.  There is something for all levels.

The FamilySearch research wiki is a new and phenomenal
way to share your expertise with the larger genealogical
community (see March 2010 Family Gathering, p. 35).  If
you know the unique repositories, records, and strategies
for researching in your locale, why not share that with
others?

WeRelate.org is an excellent site for posting family and local
history data, so that a number of individuals can work
together online.  It is also a great site for posting what I call
orphan data–data that you don’t believe fits into your family
history, but that is too valuable just to discard.  Instead of
burying these orphan documents in a file cabinet, why not
post them where others can benefit from them?  Another
researcher may be able to provide additional context for
your orphan data.

Another way of passing it on is to provide a copy of your
work to the Genealogy Center of the Allen County Public
Library.  For years, they have offered a photocopy exchange
program.  If you grant permission to copy your compilation
for the library research collection, they will make a
complimentary bound copy for you and return your original
no worse for wear.  They also accept electronic copies, and
welcome the opportunity to scan “all things military” from
service and pension records to posters, images of medals,
and discharge papers, as well as letters and diaries.
Curt B. Witcher, Pass It On!, Genealogy Gems: News from the Fort Wayne
Library, No. 74, April 30, 2010

Visit the GSM B Library Collection
take a friend
celebrate and educate!

Did you know the GSMB Library Collection contains a
series of tips and how-to guides from Everton
Publishers?  (Call Numbers B195 - B204)  We have
guides for Ohio, Scotland, Canada, New England, and
the Southern States.  We have a dictionary for
researching foreign genealogy records, a how-to for
publishing your family history, and lots more.  Take
some time to browse; there is so much great
information in our collection.

Library of Virginia Court Records Online

The digital age has transformed thousands of hand-written
Culpeper [County] court records dating as far back as 180
years. The county’s complete chancer causes from 1829 to
1913 (164,000 images in all) are now available to view
online at the Library of Virginia web site.

“Case by case, chancery causes tell the story of Virginia,”
the Library of Virginia said in a recent release.  “Chancery
causes could not be readily decided by existing written
laws, so judges . . . decided a fair and equitable
settlement of the case based on evidence presented.”

Chancery causes often addressed matters like the
dissolution of business partnerships, divorces, land disputes
or divisions of estates.  The Culpeper records also contain
slave listings pertaining to the buying and selling of slaves
or black individuals left as property in wills.

Chancery causes, therefore, contain useful information for
biographical, genealogical and historical research.  Take
William Norris, for example.

He came to court in Culpeper in 1911 to contest last-minute
changes to his will.  Instead of leaving his property to his
heirs, Norris decided to leave it all to St. Stephen’s
Episcopal Church after he suspected he had been poisoned
by one of his family members.  The resulting case lists all of
the members of that historic congregation at the time.

An intensive project that spanned nine years, the
processing, indexing and digital reformatting of the Culpeper
records was funded with a $118,000 Virginia Circuit Court
Records Preservation grant.

The Library of Virginia database is searchable by surname
or date.  It is extensive and clearly viewable in digital format,
although deciphering some of the handwriting might prove
to be a challenge.

“It is very valuable for folks outside of Culpeper County
who had ancestors here,” Bushong [library historian]
said.  “They can actually now see these records on their
computer.  They don’t have to bother coming here or
hiring someone to do it for them.”

Culpeper is one of 36 counties and cities statewide whose
chancery causes are available in digital format at the Library
of Virginia web site.  Access the records at
www.virginiamemory.com/collections/chancery/ .

“These records are important because they help document
the rich history of Culpeper County and its inhabitants,” said
Carl Childs, director of local records services at the Library
of Virginia in Richmond.  “To truly understand the history
of a region, a person must research the records of the
local circuit court, particularly the chancery records, as
they provide critical information for historians,
genealogists and other researchers.”    AMEN!
Allison Brophy Champion, Chancery Causes Posted Online, April 9, 2010,
starexponent.com

Librarian Ginny Lilly says: there are four ways to
search our card catalog.  Searches can be made
by using the author’s name, the book title, subject,
or location.  For a complete listing of our library
collection, including call numbers, refer to our
index now online at www.gsmb.info.


